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ORDINANCE G-6225
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8, ARTICLE I,
PHOENIX CITY CODE, BY ADDING SECTION 8-3.09,
RELATING TO ANIMALS, ANIMAL HOARDING; EXCEPTION.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHOENIX as follows:
SECTION 1, Chapter 8, Article |, Phoenix City Code is amended by adding
Section 8-3.09 to read:

Sec. 8-3.09. ANIMAL HOARDING; EXCEPTION.

A. A PERSON COMMITS ANIMAL HOARDING IF A PERSON OWNS,
POSSESSES, KEEPS, HARBORS, OR MAINTAINS TEN OR MORE ANIMALS
UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES INJURIOUS TO THE HEALTH OR WELFARE OF
ANY ANIMAL OR PERSON. THESE CIRCUMSTANCES MAY INCLUDE:
ABANDONMENT; UNSANITARY, OVERCROWDED, OR OTHER
INHUMANE CONDITIONS; FAILURE TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE MEDICAL
CARE; OR FAILURE TO PROVIDE SUITABLE WATER OR FOOD FOR THE
SPECIES.

B. SUBSECTION A EXCLUDES FERAL CATS. A FERAL CAT IS A CAT THAT IS
NOT DOMESTICATED OR HAS BECOME WILD OR IS A FREE-ROAMING
CAT.

C. PENALTY:

1. AVIOLATION OF SUBSECTION A IS A CLASS 1 MISDEMEANOR.

2. THE COURT SHALL ORDER A PERSON CONVICTED OF VIOLATING
SUBSECTION A TO COMPLETE A COURT-APPROVED MENTAL-HEALTH
EVALUATION AND ANY RECOMMENDED TREATMENT AT THE
CONVICTED PERSON’S EXPENSE.

3. THE COURT SHALL ORDER THE CONVICTED PERSON TO PAY
RESTITUTION TO THE CITY AND TO ANY PERSON OR AGENCY
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WHO HAS CONTRACTED WITH THE CITY TO CARE FOR AN ANIMAL THAT
IS SEIZED AND IMPOUNDED UNDER THIS CHAPTER, OR AS OTHERWISE
AUTHORIZED BY LAW, FOR THE COST OF CARE FOR THE ANIMAL FROM
THE TIME OF SEIZURE OR IMPOUNDMENT TO THE TIME OF
CONVICTION.

4. IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER PENALTIES ALLOWED BY LAW, IF A
PERSON IS PLACED ON PROBATION, THE COURT MAY:

i. ORDER THE PERSON TO SUBMIT TO PERIODIC PROPERTY
INSPECTIONS BY LAW ENFORCEMENT.

ii. PROHIBIT THE PERSON FROM OWNING, POSSESSING, KEEPING,
HARBORING OR MAINTAINING ANY ANIMALS.

D. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION:

1. ANIMAL MEANS A MAMMAL, BIRD, REPTILE OR AMPHIBIAN, BUT
EXCLUDES RODENTS, WHICH MAY BE CONTROLLED AS OTHERWISE
ALLOWED BY THE LAW OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA. THE EXCLUSION OF
RODENTS FROM THE DEFINITION OF ANIMAL SHALL NOT APPLY TO
RODENTS CLASSIFIED AS FUR-BEARING ANIMALS AS DEFINED IN
SECTION 17-101, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, OR TO ANY PARTICULAR
RODENT KNOWN BY THE PERSON ALLEGED TO HAVE VIOLATED THIS
SECTION TO BE KEPT AS A PET OR ANY RODENT CLEARLY MARKED AND
DENOMINATED AS BEING A PET, SUCH AS RODENTS WEARING COLLARS
OR HARNESSES.

2. COST OF CARE MEANS ANY EXPENSE RELATED TO THE CARE AND
TREATMENT OF A SEIZED OR FORFEITED ANIMAL, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH PHOENIX CITY CODE, SECTIONS 8-3, 8-3.01, 8-3.02, OR 8-3.03,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO HOUSING, FEEDING, AND
VETERINARY CARE.

PASSED by the Council of the City of Phoenix this 19th day of October,
2016.
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